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hold of that part which forbids acting without the presence of a civil magistrate. This is stated to be in direct contradiction to former orders, and to the Lord-Lieutenant's proclamation. In consequence of the disturbed state of the north the laws were extended and districts were proclaimed, but in the practice and execution the troops had infinitely exceeded what even the laws thus extended authorised, and undoubtedly enormities had been committed extremely disgraceful to the military as well as prejudicial to their discipline. Sir Ralph was determined that this should no longer be the case, and his instructions, private and public, to the general officers tended strongly to forbid such practices. But as the above conduct in the north had terrified the people into submission, the cry of the gentlemen throughout is that nothing but strong measures, as they are called, will do; and upon every murmur of the people they call upon the military and urge them to every act of violence. A cabal has by this means been raised against Sir Ralph for his moderation, and it is surprising to what length it has been carried. His recall has been talked of, and the whole of his conduct arraigned. In a letter which I wrote to him lately I took notice of the clamour raised against him in consequence of his order, and I hinted that should he be induced to resign I was determined not to serve. In his answer, which I received yesterday, he writes: "My orders of the 26th ultimo have caused a great fermentation, which originated here, and has been communicated to England from here. Of this I cannot bring positive proof, but it is as sure as cause and effect; I cannot as yet enter into any detail. Matters have, however, gone far; they may force me to resign, but I shall not lower myself by a compliance with their propositions." He then, in terms friendly and flattering, entreats me to take no hasty resolution with respect to myself. His resolution not to retract his orders nor to submit has afforded me much pleasure, and I have taken the liberty of writing so to him. In fact, his conduct since his arrival in Ireland has been so exemplary, the motives upon which